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Meet Jason Crean

his month we hit the Midwest to visit 2 man whase biography

alone would require more space than this calumn allows, and that

wauld be in small type! While maintaining his own aviary of vari-
ous species, Jason Crean also teaches bislogy at both the high school and
the college level, and he works at the Brookfield Zoo in the Conservation
Biclegy Department. His greatest joy is educating people of all ages

about what goes on in the natural world.

q- What sparked your interest in
keeping birds?

a Dwas an animal tover early on and
Lheught binds were just so unigque. 1
loved dogs growing up, but birds just
had an intelligence that was above and
beyond that. T starkad breading cock-
atiels when 1 was 12, T was really inter-
ested in the genetics behind color
mutations, which praobably led me to
ohtain my degress in biology,

g- What species do you keep?

= Currently, Tam actively breeding
green aracaris (Loucanets), white-backed
mousehirds and linenlated parakeats. Wa
hand-raise atl of our chicks but wateh them
via wireless camera trough hatching until
the day we pull them for hand-rearing,

g- Why do you keep birds?

s They're intelligent, and every
spacies i5 full of surprises, T greatly
enjoy avian biology: how avian analomy
warks, how they pass genes an to their
chicks, and how they use the adapta
Ligns Lo Lhrive in Lheir envircnment.
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q. What do you love most abaut
keeping birds?

e Experimenting. The scienlisl in
me 15 always interasted in seeing
how I can improve the Bves of my
Livds through better dietary addi-
tions, enrichment opportunities and
other things,

q. What do you hate most ahout
keeping birds?

= Losing a chick while its sLill in
the nest, [ feel so helpless when it
happens, as there s just not much
you can da. However, every bresder
must come to understand that some
species are difficult to breed and
thal this could happan whether in
the wild or in a managed setting.

q- What species de you enjoy
working with the most and why?
fhe Ilove warking with green
aracaris as Lheir parsonality is unpar-
allelad. When [ hand-raize chicks,
they are so full of energy and they
absalutely love human attention.
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"Anyone can be an expert
online and give bad advice, so
new aviculturists beware.”

56 wwwhirdtalkmagazine, com

q. What species do you find the most
challenging to work with and why?

“i. Believe it o nol, lneolated parakesls
can he difficult at times as their parenting
skills can leave a lot to be desired, They
can be guirky breeder; vou never know how
a parent will cara for its younrg,

q- Has a specific bird made the
higgast difference, impression ar con-
nection with you?

“le Cricket, my persongl pet aracari.
She's a heautiful bird that is incredi-
bly adaptive in almost any situation.
Sl comes aut with me to events and
community education pragrams and
just lowves the attention from people.



q.t Have you received any awards?
e I have received Distinguished
Alumni awards and Innovative
Educator awands for my wark with ani-
mal education in the high school and
coltege where T teach. [ am also prowd
of Lhe arlicles T have written and pub-
lishad as well as my manual, “Zoo
Gevetics: Key Aspects of Conservalion”
published this year.

q. Do you belong to any groups or
ﬂrganlzatmns’

el | stay active in avicultural organi-
zations by serving on Lhe boards of the
American Federation of Aviculture (AFA)
and the Mational Finch & Softhill Society
fNFES). T am also president of The
Aviculturasl Seciety of Chicageland

(s, bosc-chicoge. orgl, which hosts the
Micwest Bird Expo every spring. T talk o
marny hreedars, not onby in my area, but
all over the country.

q. Da you have any
mentors? Who have you
ﬁ:rund most helpful?
= Califormia breaders
Hal Maleaty and Paula
Strasser are extremely
personable and knowl-
edgeable when it

comes Lo breeding and
raising softhill specias. 1
awe them much in graliluds
for their willingness to help othars in avi-
culture, I also am thankful to have col-
lzagues at the zoo at which T wodk who
hawve vast experience as well,

qu Have you made any changes in
EJEE way you keep hirds?

s 1 built an addition on my house
that serves as a four-season enclosed
aviary. It was a difficult task but a
worthwhile one as the birds are guite
happy and breeding more sucoassfully:
luts of natural light, fresh air and
plenty of voom! I also do DNA analysis
of my birds, as T aid in service wark in
the genetics lab at our zoo where
genetic testing is done for any zoo in
the country.

q- Do you have any advice to pass
along Lo anyone interestad in keep-
ing birds?

©4s Don't buy Into myth, There s &
great deal of bad infarmatinn oot

there and pecple interested in breed-
ing should consull a wide range of
resources before deciding on what to
braed and keep. Always ask for refer-
ences from breeders, nol only so you
can learn mare ahout the breeder, but
to alse learn more about how Lo care
for species thal athers have obtainad
from that breeder,

Spare no expense! You always gel
whal you pay fur, so T always recom-
mend faeding erganic diets and using
teas and oils in those diels Lo halp
your birds thrive, not just sundve,

q- What do you still want to
learn?

i 1 want to continue to learn more
about the emergency care for young
chicks. T want to increase the chances of
chicks sunvdving when they must be
pulled from the nesl Loo early in an
amergancy situation,

el q- What do you feel is

_ the mast important con-
cetn for new aviculturisls
taday?

ol lhe overwhelming
amount of information Lhal
is oul there via the internat.
Fvaryone has a ditterent way
of doing things, and iL can be
= difficult ta ascertain what
waolld be most etfective for
you. Anyone can be an “expert
online” and give had advice, so naw
aviculturists beware. Meet people, talk
to them, wisit their aviary, and Lalk to
Lheir references. This will give you a
clear picture of what is necessary for a
new aviculturist to be successhul.

q- Where do you see yourself 10
years from now?

&l Still teaching hinlogy, still rais-
ing my birds and still worldng for the
zoo. Basically, still daing what T love
Lo da!l W

ek Scfiroedier his kept ond bred birde

for abaout 30 paars, 'i'{‘.f'.lrﬂeu'er'-_; aquinn collec
How contolns cearly 200 individuil specimens,
He served as president of tha Aot
Soetety of Amerea (ASA) and comently seoves
a5 vice president of Whe Tntermotiona! Lonince
Socely and 15 @ divector af the American Lany
Society. He wiites articles on avlcatture for
viaraus nublicotions ond resides fn ofiformin,
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